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Foveran School Homework Policy.

Aims

At Foveran School we value the importance of homework. We hope that over the years:

· It helps to raise levels of children’s attainment.

· It helps children to practise and consolidate class work.

· It trains children in planning and organising their time and encourages responsibility.

· It provides parents with insights to school.

· It provides parents with opportunities to become involved in school work.

· It provides opportunities for individualised work in areas where it is needed.

We aim to provide homework which:

· has been explained in school.

· matches the child’s needs and abilities.

· encourages children to do well.

We will always help parents with difficulties concerning homework. If your child struggles with the task set, please let the class teacher know. Don’t struggle on with the task as this may frustrate your child. We aim to provide guidance to Primary 1 parents on homework when they come to school for induction days, and to all parents at the start of each school year.

As a guide, we will aim to provide the children with the following homework.

	class
	activity
	frequency
	Time spent at home

	P1
	Reading

Word games/ reading sheet

Number game/ sheet
	3 times per week – daily

Once per week

Once per week
	10 – 15 minutes

10 – 15 minutes

10 – 15 minutes

	P2
	Reading

Language games/ reading sheet

Maths

Spelling
	3 times per week – daily

Once per week

Once per week

Daily
	10 – 15 minutes

10 – 15 minutes

10 – 15 minutes

5 – 10 minutes

	P3
	Reading

Language games/ reading sheet

Maths

Spelling
	3 times per week – daily

Once per week

Once per week

Daily
	10 – 20 minutes

10 – 15 minutes

10 – 15 minutes

5 – 10 minutes

	P4
	Reading/ workbook/ sheet

Maths

Spelling

Occasional curricular worksheet
	Up to 3 times per week

Once per week

Daily
	10 – 20 minutes

15 – 20 minutes

5 – 15 minutes

10 – 15 minutes

	P5
	Reading/ workbook/ sheet

Maths

Spelling

Occasional curricular worksheet
	Up to 3 times per week

Once per week

Daily
	15 - 20 minutes

20 - 30 minutes

5 – 15 minutes

15– 25 minutes

	P6
	Reading/ workbook/ sheet

Maths

Spelling

Occasional curricular worksheet
	Up to 3 times per week

Once per week

Daily
	15 - 20 minutes

10 – 15 minutes

5 – 15 minutes

15 – 25 minutes

	P7
	Reading/ workbook/ sheet

Maths

Spelling

Occasional curricular worksheet
	Up to 3 times per week

Once per week

Daily
	20 – 25 minutes

10 – 15 minutes

5 – 15 minutes

15 - 25 minutes


· At times in may be appropriate to give the children more practise in an area if they are having a particular difficulty e.g., reading.

If it is felt they have not applied themselves that day it may be necessary to ask children to complete work at home which could have been completed within the allocated time in class. 

Environmental Studies, Religious and Moral Education and other curricular work may be set at points in the year e.g., the individual assignment. The amount of other homework will be reduced to take this into account

The overall time spent on homework per week may be. . .

P1 – 4 – 20 minutes to 1 hour.

P5 – 7 – I hour 30 minutes to 3 hours 30 minutes

The homework diary and the role of the parents

The main aim of the homework diary is as an important link between the school and home. It is through this that much of our day-to-day communication can be done with you the parent.

The diary allows the teacher or child to write the date, task and comment for each piece of homework.

In return we ask that you help us keep up standards and get the children to do their best through:

· checking that each task is done thoroughly.

· signing your name beside each task when it is done.

· checking that the homework diary is brought to school each day.

· writing your own comments in the diary as you wish.

· encouraging and supporting your child.

· asking questions about the task, talking about the task.

Example of a homework diary page.

	date
	activity
	comment

	12th May 2003
	Pages 6 – 10 + reading sheet
	Good effort today. Practise “th” sound – this, that, then, they, thick, thin, etc. (school)

Ben tried really hard with sound but found it quite tricky. Sheet was well done (home)


Useful materials for children at home.

It is useful for children to have the following items at home to help with homework and learning activities.

· pencils (children should not be using a pen to complete work)

· coloured pencils or felt tip pens (felt pens should not be used to colour things in jotters)

· rubber

· sharpener

· ruler

· scissors

· glue

The following are not essential but can be helpful at times. There are lots on the market these days and we can give advice if you wish.

· Dictionary 

· An atlas

· A general encyclopedia
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