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Dear Parent, Carer, Colleague and Friends,

Not long now until our school nativity ‘Angel Express’. We are practicing so hard to make sure it is a great
performance.
SCHOOL NEWS
 We are delighted to welcome Amy into our P1 class. This takes us to 19 pupils and with just one more pupil
we break through the pre-requisite number of students required to have two classes!
 I predict that this will happen at some point before the end of the school year. The Scotia Homes
development will have a batch of houses ready in February and others becoming available on a rolling
programme.
 In the event that we exceed 19 pupils I will try to secure a temporary teacher ASAP but there could be a
period of transition where we remain as one class, to ensure continuity, until a permanent teacher is in place.
 There is also the chance that this in itself will be a temporary arrangement depending upon the number of
pupils enrolling from nursery for P1 by August 2018.
 Our student teacher, Miss Bembom, will be returning for her second teaching placement in January.
 In term 3 we will be starting a historical themed project on the ‘Vikings’. A large proportion will be spent on
the various gods and goddesses of Norse mythology. We hope to visit Cruden Bay in spring 2018 to visit the
location of the nearest known invasion.
ABERDEENSHIRE EDUCATION UPDATE
• Our Director or Education and Children’s Services, Mrs Maria Walker is retiring in spring 2018.
• The way schools in Scotland are governed is under review at the moment. This will affect all schools
across Scotland with Head Teachers gaining more autonomy in deciding how best to lead learning,
reduce bureaucracy, increased role for Parent Council in school improvement, financial management,
etc. I will keep you informed with expected changes once it becomes clear what they will be and what
the time scale is.
• Councils across Scotland are creating regional groups to create a space where
learning and teaching support can be accessed by schools. Aberdeenshire Council
has committed to join a group
entitled ‘Northern
Alliance’ as our
regional centre of
excellence.
SCHOOL CELEBRATIONS
 Our Halloween party
was enjoyed by all
pupils with the usual
games and snacks
making it an
occasion to remember.
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 The NSPCC spoke to our pupils about being safe, what to
do when they have worries and what acceptable
behaviour by adults towards children is.
 Our new School Handbook is now available on our
website.
 The HMT Pantomime ‘Aladdin’ with Jimmy Osmond,
Jordan Young and Alan McHugh was hilarious. We were
lucky enough to have one of our pupils, Dylan, chosen to
go up on stage to sing the tongue twister;
One smart fellow, he felt smart,
Two smart fellows, they felt smart,
Three smart fellows, they felt smart,
They all felt smart together!

Angel Express
• We look forward to our afternoon performance on Tuesday 19th
December at 2.30pm. Please invite any interested friends or
relatives that can’t make it along to our main evening
performance. The show is scheduled to last for 30-40mins.
• Photographs and videos are permitted for private use only. If you
wish to share in a public forum you need to acquire the permission
of the main subjects within the photograph/video.
• A video will be taken and published privately online on our
parental distribution list similar to our previous nativity show
‘Prickly Hay’! A link is then sent which will give you access to
view/download the recording!
• If you wish to access a previous recording that your child is in
please contact the school and a link will be sent. Library includes;
School Year 2016-17, Prickly Hay & Letters from the Trenches.
• The evening performance on Tuesday 19th December starts at
6.30pm. Pupils should register with a Mr Williams or Mrs Johnson
and then go backstage to the actors lounge for last minute
preparations from 6.15pm.
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At both performances we will have a donation box at the front entrance that will go towards our school
fund. This fund is used by the Pupil Council to help support improvements to our school, trips,
resources, etc.

CHRISTMAS PARTY
• On Thursday 21st December from 1.20pm to 3.10pm we are having a party! Pupils will have lessons as
normal in the morning then can get changed for the afternoon party. We have arranged games until
2pm, then snacks to 2.20pm with, if we’re lucky, a visit from Santa starting at 2.50pm. Parents are
invited to attend the Santa visit from 2.40pm.
• We will set up a green screen background and superimpose a ‘festive themed’ background for all pupils.
If you would like to order a digital copy of our photo please let us know at the event (a sheet will be
available) next to a donation bowl. The copy will be emailed to you ASAP.
• Last Day: Pupils are invited to bring any toys and games into school to play. The following guidelines
should be followed;
o No device with a camera (phones, ipads, etc.)
o Pupils should be able to carry the toy/game themselves.
o Nothing too precious as toys/games could be……….lost, broken or stolen!
o No pretend weapons – swords, guns, etc.
AWPR
The school welcomes the new south entrance/exit to Foveran as a much safer road to travel on than the single
track lane to Foveran Church. We look forward to the north entrance/exit becoming operational in the near
future to further reduce the anxiety caused from using the diverted route.
Once the road is fully operational we will liaise with traffic management to discuss any changes to the road
layout, parking, speed, etc. that will impact on our school.
Fund Raising
 We raised £129.91 for children in need and had a
wonderful time doing so. Thank you very much to all
the pupils and parents that supported this event!
 Can you help our parent council raise funds by doing
your online shopping through the link on
easyfundraising.org.uk? We have raised nearly
£1500 from our supporters purchasing items from
companies that pledge small (1-5%) contributions to
our PTA. Please ask all your relatives from around
the world to create an account and raise money for
the school!
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Adverse Weather
 Foveran School managed to escape any recent snow closure with only our school transport being
significantly affected.
 Please keep in mind our Adverse Weather information lines of communication;
1. Aberdeenshire Telephone Line 0870 054 4999 (Pin: 021760)
2. School Website/Twitter
3. Aberdeenshire Website
4. Local Radio Stations
 One problem that I have encountered recently is that our support staff become entangled in local traffic
from Ellon and cannot reach school before opening time. For similar conditions in future, I will be more
likely to postpone opening time until 9.30am or possibly 10am to mitigate the problem of not having
enough adults: children in the school. Please bear this in mind if the forecast is poor.
Dates for Diary
 Angel Express Nativity Matinee 2.30pm (for those that can’t manage the evening); Main evening
performance 6.30pm (pupils at 6.15pm) – Tuesday 19th December
 Christmas Party 1.20pm-3.10pm (parents are invited from 2.40pm for our special visitor @2.50pm) –
Thursday 21st December
 Last Day of Term 2 – Friday 22nd December
 First Day of Term 3 – Monday 8th January 2018
 Miss Bembom student – 8th Jan – 2nd Feb
 Thursday 25th January – Robert Burns themed Community Café
 School Closed – Friday 9th February (Ellon Occasional Day)
 School Closed – Monday 12th February (Mid-term holiday)
 School Closed to pupils – Tuesday 13th & Wednesday 14th February (In-Service Days)
 Braemar Snowsports P6 & P7 Skiing Trip – Monday 19th February: Thursday 22nd February
 February Mid-Term Newsletter – Friday 14th February
 Friday 1st March – World Book Day (Mr Men & Little Miss theme – children will choose their characters
early in the new year)
 Interim Pupil Profile Report #2 Week Beginning 12th March
 Bikeability Course Start (volunteer dependant) – 19th March
 Health Week – 19th -23rd March
Kindest Regards,
 Term 3 Newsletter – 28th March
 Community Café – Thursday 29th March 11-12noon
 Last Day of Term 3 – 29th March
 School Closed – Friday 30th March (Good Friday)
 First Day of Term 4 – Monday 16th April
Mr David Williams
Head Teacher

